Minutes of Parent Council
Johnstone High School 

19th November 2018
1 Attendees
1.1 Parents:
Diane Spence (DS), Elaine Gray (EG), Kirsten Lyons, (KL), Lorna Hendriks (LHe), Gillian Williams (GW), Jean McFarlane (JMcF), Simeon London (SL), Alain Dempster (AD) Cassy Auld (CA), Jacqueline Tavendale (JT), Cllr Andy Steele (AS), Lesley Ollerton (LO), Debbie Kilgour, Katerina Drevnakova, Kate-Adell (S3 pupil).
1.2 Staff:
Lynne Hollywood (LH), Ainsley Brown (AB), Pierangelo Palombo (PP).
2 Apologies
Cllr Bill Binks (CllrBB), Paul Cameron (PC), Tracy Scott (TS), Anne Campbell (AC), Lesley Reid (LR), Laura Noon (LN), Christine Kearney (CK).
3 Previous Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 10th September were reviewed and approved. The actions from the previous meeting are as follows: -
	Speak with parents wishing to join the Parent Council.

	DS
	DS spoke with parents wishing to join the Parent Council, there are now 3 new members.

	Order outdoor furniture from Glasgow Wood Recycling.

	DS
	Furniture has been ordered and will be delivered an installed in January 2019.

	Organise the Craft stalls again this year.

	KL
	KL informed the parent council that 32 stalls have now booked to attend the Christmas Fayre.

	Contribution from the Music department for Craft Fayre.

	LH
	The JHS Choir has agreed to perform at the Christmas Fayre.

	Thrive Hive and Art department running a craft stall.
	AB
	Thrive Hive and Technical dept running a craft stall.

	Details of a section 75 ‘Communal Benefits’ call. 


	AS
	AS explained that there may be potential for securing work experience placements through this communal benefits scheme.  AS and LH will explore this possibility through Ian Cunningham at Engage Renfrewshire (1).

	Organise Parent Council donation to Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 
	DS
	A donation of £200 has been forwarded from the Parent Council to help support the continuation of the DoE scheme within the School.

	Ask PTs to provide provisional dates for in-class exams and update this information through SMH.  Provide additional IT support to staff as required.


	LH/PP
	This information is now available, where possible, through SMH.



4 Chairperson’s Report
4.1 Membership
· We would like to welcome three new members to the Parent Council; Christine Kearney, Lesley Ollerton and Laura Noon.
4.2 Funding

· £200 donated to support Duke of Edinburgh programme.
· £4254.60 deposit paid to Glasgow Wood Recycling for outdoor furniture.
· Balance £15318.28
4.3 Christmas Fayre
· 32 stalls have booked to attend the Christmas Fayre.
· Posters have been printed for display in local communities.
· Small fliers will be sent home with all pupils on Friday and the event will be advertised through twitter and text.
· DS requested a call via text / twitter for donations for the tombola stall (2).
· The Parent Council will run the Home Baking stall. Donations will be appreciated greatly.

· Raffle tickets will be offered to staff and pupils prior to the event, prizes for the raffle have been donated by the crafters (stall holders).
· The Home Economics Department  have kindly agreed to supply some home baking for the refreshments stand.
· Mhairi Batin has kindly agreed to decorate the foyer again this year.  A Christmas tree has been organised. 

· A number of Parent Council members offered their assistance at the event.
4.4 Grounds project

· The outdoor furniture has been ordered and should arrive in January 2019.
· MacTaggart and Mickel have removed unwanted materials from the area and undertaken the repairs as promised previously.  There will be a publicity shoot this week for dissemination within the company (initially).
· The ‘Community Payback’ team have begun rejuvenating the garden area.  This project is currently on-going.
4.5 Careers event

· Amanda Carlin, Project Leader for employability, will be running a careers event focussing on training and apprenticeships. The event will be held on 24th January from 2pm-5pm. Support for the event would be welcomed from any parents who have employer links.
5 Head Teacher’s Report
The complete HT report is available on the school website and school app. 
https://www.johnstonehigh.co.uk/ 

Briefly;

· Staffing continues to be an issue for the school.  

· LH reiterated that recruitment of appropriate new staff is extremely difficult throughout the authority and nationwide and not particular to JHS.

· LH explained that subject specialist teachers were being prioritised to the certificated classes to support pupils that are due to sit SQA exams.
· In addition, the staff kindly provides a wide range of additional supported study classes.  The timing of these sessions is fluid; therefore, a written timetable is not available. LH will approach staff regarding the use of text messages to inform parents of when these classes will take place (3). 

· The Parent Council asked how the school could guarantee that 3rd year pupils were reaching the necessary standard to enter 4th year when specialist subject teachers were not always available.  LH and PP assured the members that there are tracking systems in place to prevent pupils from being disadvantaged and that a specialist teacher will teach a proportion of their classes.
· The pupils are continuing to support a number of local charities through a variety of events including non-uniform days, foodbank donations and hosting ‘Children in Need’ events.  In addition some pupils and staff are taking part in the ‘Sleep in the Park’ event taking place on 8th December to support the fight against homelessness in Scotland.
· Behaviour is currently causing a concern. The SMT recognise this as a problem and have conducted a series of assemblies with S1-S4 to highlight that this deterioration is unacceptable.  In class, daily walk-through, behaviour monitoring by the SMT is on-going. This provides additional support to class teachers and highlights SMT presence to the pupils.
6 A.O.C.B. 
· Mr McKenzie is investigating the potential to continue provision of the Silver Duke of Edinburgh award programme within the school.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 25th Feb 2019
	1
	Explore potential work placements through ‘Community Benefits’ scheme.
	LH
	Up-date next meeting

	2
	Request to be made for donation of Tombola prizes for Christmas Fayre.
	LH
	ASAP

	3
	Explore text messaging to inform parent of supported study classes.

	LH
	ASAP 
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