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There are a variety of pathways learners can take 

to progress in different subjects. 

To understand how they can progress in different 

subject we have collated subject pathways maps to 

support.
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Subject Pathways

Click on the Subject Areas below to find out 

more about the pathways learners can take
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There are a variety of pathways learners can take to progress in different subjects. This can depend on their subject choices

and working level. 

Below are links to the pathways maps to allow learners to see how they can progress through a subject or how they could 

arrive to a “final destination”

Physical 
Education



S1 & S2
BGE 

English

S3 Level 2/3 
English

Nat 3 English Nat 4 English Nat 5 English

S3 Level 3/4 
English 

Nat 4 English

Nat 5 English Higher English

Literature & 
Communication

Higher English

S3 Level 4 English Nat 5 English Higher English
Adv Higher 

English

English



S1 & S2
BGE 

Maths

S3
Level 2/3 Maths

National 3 Applications

National 4 Numeracy & 
Applications

National 5 Numeracy
Level 5 Finance

National 4 Maths

National 5 Maths

National 5 Numeracy
Level 5 Finance

S3
Level 3/4 Maths

National 4 Numeracy
& Level 4 Finance

National 5 Numeracy & 
Level 5 Finance

National 5 Maths

National 5 Numeracy
level 5 Craft 1

National 5 Maths

National 4 Maths
National 5 Numeracy

National 5 Maths
(2 year course)

National 5 Maths

S3
Level 4 Maths

National 5 Numeracy
level 5 Craft 1

National 5 Maths

Level 6 Technician 1
(level 6 Numeracy)

Level 6 Technician 2

Higher Maths

Higher Maths Adv Higher Maths

Maths



S1 & S2
French
Spanish

German

S3 French 
Nat 4/5 French Higher French Adv Higher French

S3 Spanish Nat 4/5 Spanish Higher Spanish Adv Higher Spanish

S3 German Nat 4/5 German Higher German Adv Higher German

S3 Level 3/4 Modern 
Languages for Life and 

Work

Level 4/5 Modern 
Languages for Life and 

Work

Level 5/6 Modern 
Languages for Life and 

Work

Level 6 MLLW

Level 5/6 SQA Leadership

Any S3

Level 3/4 award in BSL
L4/5 Scottish Studies 

Award
L5/6 Scottish Studies 

Award

Level 3/4 award in Scottish 
Studies Award

N4/5 Skills for work: 
Travel & Tourism

NC L5/6 Travel & Tourism

Modern Languages



S1 & S2
Science

S3 Biology 
Nat 4/5 Biology N5/Higher Biology

Higher/Advanced 
Higher Biology

S3 Physics Nat 4/5 Physics N5/Higher Physics
Higher/Advanced 
Higher Physics

S3 Chemistry Nat 4/5 Chemistry N5/Higher Chemistry
Higher/Advanced 
Higher Chemistry

Any S3 Science
Level 4 NPA Science 

and Technology
Level 5 NPA Applied 

Science/Health Sector

Level 6 NPA Applied 
Science

Higher/Advanced 
Higher Biology

Higher/Advanced 
Higher Physics

Higher/Advanced 
Higher Chemistry

Science



S1 & S2 Social 
Subjects

S1 & S2 Core RMPS

S3 History

National 4 History

National 5 History Higher History

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

National 5 History Higher History

Advanced Higher 
History*

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

S3 Geography

National 4 
Geography

National 5 
Geography

Higher Geography

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

Level 5 Travel and 
Tourism

National 5 
Geography

Higher Geography

Advanced Higher 
Geography*

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

Level 5 Travel and 
Tourism

S3 Modern 
Studies

National 4 Modern 
Studies

National 5 Modern 
Studies

Higher Modern 
Studies

National 5 Modern 
Studies

Higher Modern 
Studies

Advanced Higher 
Modern Studies*

Higher Politics*

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

S3 Core RMPS S4 Core RMPS National 5 RMPS

Higher RMPS

Level 5 Scottish 
Studies Award

*Possibly under consortium arrangement
*Pupils have the opportunity to pick up other Social Subjects 
they haven’t done before e.g. achieved N5 History could then 
pick N5 Modern Studies  

Social Subjects



Art

S1 & S2
Art & Design & 
Photography

S3 Art & Design

Drawing skills Painting

Mixed Media & Print Making

Visual Communication/Intro 
to Graphic Design

NPA Photography
Level 4/5

Higher photography

Art & Design
National 4/5

Triple Skills level 5/6
3NC Art / Design

Art & Design Higher

Art & Design 
Adv Higher

NPA Animation
Level 5

Triple Skills level 5/6
3NC Art / Design

NPA Art & Design / Visual 
Communication / Drawing / 

Painting

NPA Animation Level 5

Triple Skills level 5/6
3NC Art / Design



S1 & S2 Design 
and Technology

S3 Design & 
Manufacture 

National 4/5 Design and 
Manufacture

Higher Design and 
Manufacture

Advanced Higher Design 
and Manufacture*

NPA Level 5 Visual 
Communication*

NPA Level 5 Jewellery 
Basic Techniques 1

Nat 4/5 Practical 
Metalworking Skills

S3 Engineering Science 
***

Nat 4/5 Engineering 
Science ***

Higher Engineering 
Science ***

Advanced Higher 
Engineering Science ***

S3 Graphic 
Communication

Nat 4/5 Graphic 
Communication

Higher Graphic 
Communication

Advanced Higher 
Graphic Communication

NPA Level 5 Visual 
Communication*

NPA Level 5 Visual 
Communication*

S3 Practical 
Woodworking Skills

Nat 4/5 Practical 
Woodworking Skills

NPA Level 5 
Construction Skills

Nat 4/5 Practical 
Metalworking Skills

Any S3 Design & 
Technology Subject

NPA Level 4/5
Enterprise & 
Employability

Level 5/6 SQA
Leadership

* Possibly out with the department or consortium
** Pending approval and resourcing
*** Progressive introduction with S3 beginning in session 22/23 

Design & Technology



S1
Common Computing 
and Bus Ed Course

S2 
One period 

computing science
One period Admin & 

IT

S3 BGE
Cyber Security Fundamentals

N4 Computing Science N5 Computing Science Higher Computing Science
S6

Adv Higher Computing 
Science

S3 BGE
Business Studies

N4 Business Studies N5 Business Management Higher Business Management
S5/S6

NPA L6 Business with IT

S3 BGE
Admin & IT

Internet Safety
N4 Administration & IT N5 Administration & IT Higher Administration & IT

S5/S6
NPA L6 Business with IT

Any S3 Computing & Business 
Course

Level 5/Level 6

Customer Service NPA

Communication Skills for 
customer service

Customer Service
Product and Service

Social Media for customer 
service

Level 5/Level 6

Cyber Security NPA
Data Security Ethical Hacking Digital Forensics

Computing & Business Education



S1 & S2
3 Cookery units

1 Textile Unit

S3
National 5

SFW Textiles Industry

National 4
Fashion & Textile 

Technology

National 5
Fashion & Textile 

Technology

Higher
Fashion & Textile 

Technology

National 5
Fashion & Textile 

Technology

Higher
Fashion & Textile 

Technology

S3
SFW Hospitality

+ REHIS

National 4/5 Practical 
cookery

National 5 Practical 
Cake Craft

National 4/5
SFW Hospitality

National 5 
Practical cookery

National 5
Practical Cake Craft

Home Economics



Physical Education

S1 & S2
Practical 

PE

S3 Development PE

N4 FIP Unit, Coaching Unit, 
Officiating Unit

National 4 PE National 5 PE

Higher PE

Level 6 NPA Sports 
Development 

National 5 PE

Higher PE

Level 6 NPA Sports 
Development 

Level 7 PDA Refereeing 

Level 6 NPA Sports 
Development 

Level 7 PDA Refereeing 

National 5 SfW Sports and 
Recreation

Level 6 NPA Sports 
Development 

Higher PE

Level 7 PDA Refereeing 



Any S3 Subject

BGE Curriculum
National 5 Psychology

Higher Psychology
If you want to crash Higher without 
an N5 you must have an A or B in 

Higher English

NPA Level 6 Criminology

Any National 5 Social Subject or 
National 5 Science

NPA Level 6 Criminology

Behavioural Science



S1 & S2 Music

S3 Music

N3/4 Music N5 Music

NPA Music and 
Wellbeing

Higher Music

N5 Music Higher Music

NPA Music and 
Wellbeing

Advanced Higher 
Music

S3 Creative Industries

N5 Music 
Technology

Higher Music 
Technology

Level 5 Creative 
Industries

N5 Music 
Technology

Higher Music 
Technology

Level 6 Creative 
Industries

Music


